PreVision s

PARTNERSHIP 7 Reach The World
The teaching ministry of Lir. Peter Gran!

FAITH STORIES
"It started with a
question..."
by Mac Scheidegger
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nowhere -- but | now know
the question came from
somewhere! A simple

question, but for me a life-

changing one. A question
that would lead me to the

most important decision of
my life. A question | had
been avoiding for twenty

years.

For some reason, even
though | had just met the
man, | started to explain
myself, perhaps even to
defend myself. "Do | go to
church? No; not since
college" | answered, "Look,
| grew up going to church.
In fact, when | was in high
school, | seriously thought
about becoming a pastor,
so | met with the pastor at
my church. He actually
discouraged me! Said it
was stressful; not a lot of
money. Then | went off to
college and eventually
stopped going to church."
"Why?" Peter asked
"Because | could no longer
honestly, comfortably say
that | believed in Jesus
Christ as the Son of God."

| continued explaining my
uncertainty and

ambivalence toward Jesus
Christ. "Don't get me
wrong; I'm not saying |
don't believe in Jesus
Christ, I'm just saying |
don't know. What | do
know is that | believe in

God, and | try to be a good

person."

"So Mac, you believe in
God?" Peter asked.
"Absolutely, no doubts,
Peter---the sun and the
moon and the stars, the
rivers, the oceans, the
birds and bees, the
flowers, the trees.

The Church Worldwide --- Persecuted but Thriving!

You may not be able to go to the mission field but you can pray for the
church around the world. | want to share how pray in an an
informative, meaningful, daily way. Before that, here are just a
sample of the emails and calls | have had in the last few months from
believers around the world:

e India: Hope and Help International, one of our our partners in
India, writes, "We know firsthand of instances that have
happened to pastors and church planters that we are working
with. Some have been beaten, others tied up and doused with
gasoline only to be saved by sympathetic villagers before the
match was lit, others have had their churches burned to the
ground." Click here for a YouTube video of believers in Orissa,
India (warning --- this is not for those with a weak stomach).
Scores have been killed (some burned to death), hundreds
have been injured, and over 4,500 houses and churches have
been burned or destroyed. Thousand more are hiding in fear
having fled their homes.

e Iraq: Rev. Canon Andrew White, chaplain of St. George's
Church in Baghdad, writes, "In 2007, we watched as Christians
were persecuted, killed, and massacred in Dura, south of
Baghdad. Many fled Baghdad and went to the safe area of
Nineveh in the heart of Mosul. The place they fled to is the
heart of the Christian community. In recent days, the Christians
have again been targeted, killed, and massacred....Our church
warden's nephew and his father had just been shot dead
outside their house in Nineveh. Alhassan, the nephew, was due
to be engaged that same week. As | left church, | was phoned
again by church members who had heard that their family
home in Nineveh had been blown up...." more here

e Turkey: A church is told they can no longer use their building
because it is not "permitted”. Fruitless hours, weeks and
months of discussions, applications, negotiations and appeals
yield nothing; the church is not allowed to meet.

Brothers and sisters in Christ, suffering around the world, most often
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CAR DONATION
PROGRAM (NEW)

Finishing 2008...Plans for 2009
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Pray for our President-elect!
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